
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 22 (Part 3)
Grande Finale: Final Title (v.16) Final Invitation (v. 17) Final Warning (v. 18-19) Final Word (v. 20-21)

Revelation 22:16 - The Root & Descendant Of Jesse

Revelation contains a lot of descriptive titles for Jesus: “faithful witness” (1:5), “the one who holds the seven stars in his 
right hand” (2:1), “the lion from the tribe of Judah” (5:5), “the lamb that was slain (5:12)”. And Revelation 22:16 contains the 
final title of Jesus in Revelation: the root and descendant (or offspring) of David, the bright morning star”.  Understanding this 
description and why it is used at the end of this prophecy is important.

Generations ago, during the prophetic ministry of Isaiah, God’s people were facing wrath and judgment for their sins. The 
instrument of God’s judgment against his people was the nation of Assyria.  God’s people, once prosperous and free, were 
struggling and fearful. They had fallen far from where God’s covenant promises had placed them because of their sin and 
rebellion against the LORD.  One of the analogies Scripture uses is that Israel was like a tree.  God had “planted” them in the 
promised land and through his good cultivating work, they were fruitful.  Yet, as a result of their idolatry, this once large and 
expansive tree was cut down.

And so the people of God find themselves in a moment where their hopes are gone and their future dark. The promises of God to 
Father Abraham seem a distant dream and the covenant God made to King David is surely shattered. No longer a strong and mighty 
tree, God’s people, God’s purposes are a lifeless stump.

And in this moment, we read the word of the LORD given to the prophet Isaiah:

Isaiah 11:1-10 (NLT) - Out of the stump of David's family will grow a shoot-- yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old 
root. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

3 He will delight in obeying the LORD. He will not judge by appearance nor make a decision based on hearsay. 4 He will give 
justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his word, and one breath 
from his mouth will destroy the wicked. 5 He will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like an undergarment.

6 In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard will lie down with the baby goat. The calf and the 
yearling will be safe with the lion, and a little child will lead them all. 7 The cow will graze near the bear. The cub and 
the calf will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like a cow. 8 The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. Yes, 
a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly snakes without harm.

9 Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for as the waters fill the sea, so the earth will be filled with 
people who know the LORD. 10 In that day the heir to David's throne will be a banner of salvation to all the world. The 
nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives will be a glorious place.
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Though it seems that it’s all over with only a stump remaining, God declares that below the surface of what is seen is a deep and 
active root system of his mercy and faithfulness which will bring life again to the dead trunk through the “root and descendant 
of David” - Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is both the unseen root system working below what is seen, ensuring that God’s plans and purposes are God’s promises 
are fulfilled and he is the blazing and obvious “bright morning star” that is bringing light and warmth to all who look to him.  
He is the one that will be faithful, even when it seems hope is lost and he will be the one who will shine bright and dispel all 
darkness.

What a declaration by Jesus himself to his church as Revelation comes to a close!

Revelation 22:17 - Come!

As Revelation comes to a close the Lord is still calling out to the world (and to us) to come to him and find life.  All that the 
human soul is longing for is found in him.  All secondary pursuits will leave a soul thirsty, but Christ’s invitation is for free, 
thirst quenching water of life!  Time is short, but there is still time!

The Spirit and the Bride are crying out back to Jesus “come!”  There is a longing for Christ to come by the spirit inside of his 
people!  The spirit of Christ stirs up the bride of Christ to long for him and they cry in undistinguishable unison, come Lord! (O 
Lord, give us this longing for you!).

Revelation 22:18-19 - Warning

Before the final words of Revelation are spoken, we are soberly charged with this warning: add to the words of this prophecy, the 
plagues of this book will be added to you. If anyone takes away from the words of this prophecy, that one will be taken away 
from the tree, city and book of life. 

Q - Why do you think Jesus gives this warning?

 How would one add to the prophecy of this book? 
 How would one take away from the prophecy of this book?

As we discussed last time, we have questions and various interpretive opinions about Revelation. That is good, normal and 
understandable after a first dive into this deep book.  But the fact that you have read and studied revelation is really important 
(and commendable). God had this book first written and then preserved so his people could know the things that are to come.

But lack of understanding or lingering questions are different than the adding and taking away that is warned of here. A 
similar warning was given by Moses after the covenant was read to Israel.

Deuteronomy 4:2 (NLT) - Do not add to or subtract from these commands I am giving you. Just obey the commands of the LORD 
your God that I am giving you.
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There are just certain things that cannot be messed with when it comes to God’s word. For example, we need to get the gospel 
right. Adding to or taking away from the gospel message is dangerous.  We need to receive the words of our Lord Jesus as is. The 
same is true about the letter of Revelation. We may not understand or like the letter, but we can’t change the letter. They are 
true words from Jesus to his church.

Revelation 22:20-21 - Grace

If you ask most Christians “what are the last words of the Bible”, I think many would say “Come, Lord Jesus” or “I am coming 
quickly” but the last words of the Bible are actually “the grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all, Amen.”

Once the Gospel biographies of Jesus conclude, the majority of the New Testament writings are resounding in their final words:

Romans 16:24 - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen .

1 Corinthians 16:23 - The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.

2 Corinthians 13:14 - The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all.

Galatians 6:18 - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

Ephesians 6:24 - Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love.

Philippians 4:23 - The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Colossians 4:18c - Grace be with you.

1 Thessalonians 5:28 - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

2 Thessalonians 3:18 - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

1 Timothy 6:21b - Grace be with you.

2 Timothy 4:22 - The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

Titus 3:15c - Grace be with you all.

Philemon 1:25 - The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Hebrews 13:25 - Grace be with you all.

2 Peter 3:18 - but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to 
the day of eternity. Amen.
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Revelation ends with the familiar ending of the Christian church - it ends with grace, and the prayer that the grace of the Lord 
Jesus would be with the church.  Grace is a familiar word to the Christian and we most often associate it with conversion and 
salvation - “by grace we are saved” Paul writes (Eph. 2:5,8). And indeed we are. But grace is not just present at the beginning 
of our new life. 

The word grace means a number of different things but it is rooted in the idea of kindness, favor and help - and the kind of 
kindness, favor and help that is given even when it isn’t deserved. Grace is a gift not a purchase. I like to think of grace as the 
good help that is given to those in need. To be gracious is to be kind and helpful to someone in need.  Merriam-Webster defines our 
english word “grace” like this: “unmerited divine assistance given to humans for their regeneration or sanctification.”

Divine assistance. Oh how I need divine assistance! Oh how I need grace!

We have journeyed through the letter of Revelation for over a year and it would be wise for us all to return to chapter 1 and 
start the journey again.  The truths of this book are not truths that we read, complete, and then move away from like a best 
selling novel we check out at the library.  The truths of this book are foundational truths that we lay down like bricks and 
build up layer by layer.  Revelation contains prophecy and spiritual realities and foretelling and warning and encouragement 
and visions of judgment and clear pictures of hope - but all of these words at the end of the day are the words of Jesus Christ 
to his church.  And it would be good to remember his final words in the sermon on the mount:

Matthew 7:24-27 - "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 "And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; 
and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 "Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on 
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 "The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and slammed against that house; and it fell-- and great was its fall."

We have heard the words of Jesus, now we must act upon them.  True for Matthew 7, true for Revelation 22.  We need divine 
assistance. We need grace.

Revelation has revealed a lot about the real state of the world. There are cosmic spiritual forces warring in unseen realms over 
the hearts and minds of humans. The devil is a bloodthirsty dragon. His henchmen are beasts. His influence and methods are like a 
Babylonian whore.

The fallout of the fall of humanity opened up the world to troubles and injustice and sickness and brokenness and evil and 
chaos. In the days to come the world will proceed from evil to evil with intensifying evils caused by evil forces and by judgments 
of God meant to awaken the hearts of stone cold humans.  We need divine assistance. We need grace.

And with this in view, the church of God must wake up. Revelation is a wake up call.  We must honestly examine and consider, as 
the churches of Revelation were urged to, where we need to repent, where we need to hold fast, where we need to change, where 
we need to dig in, where we are threatened from the outside and where we are being threatened from within.  Troubles, 
tribulations, pressures, persecution, deception and distractions are/will threaten us as we wait for our returning king.  The 
message of Revelation to the church today is the message of the church of the first century: the victory has been won, but the 
battle is not over - here is how to overcome.  We need divine assistance. We need grace.
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The book of Revelation is a prophetic letter of warning and hope.  It is filled with symbolism and yet filled with clarity.  There 
are difficult days ahead.  There is glory on the other side.  There is a way we must reject, and a way we must walk.  We need 
divine assistance. We need grace.

The book speaks of seals and trumpets and bowls and beasts and marks and thrones demons and angels and fires and cities. We 
need divine assistance. We need grace.  The book leaves us with eyes wide open and sobered hearts. We need divine assistance. We 
need grace.  The book makes us ask if we will have the faith to stand in the evil day. We need divine assistance. We need grace.  
The book stirs us with a renewed sense of the soon coming of the king. We need divine assistance. We need grace.

And so of all the ways to conclude Revelation, of all the ways to conclude the Holy Bible itself, we are left this this prayer by 
John from Jesus for us: “the grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all.” The bible doesn’t end with “I’m coming soon”, though he is. 
The Bible doesn’t end with “Praise To the LORD”, although we must. The Bible doesn’t end with a trite “The End” or “And they lived 
happily ever after” though it is and we shall.  The Bible ends with grace.  When all has been written and read and said, we are 
left with grace.

We are left with grace because grace is our greatest need.  We cannot save ourselves nor stay faithful on our own or 
evangelize the lost or reject the world or battle with the system of the beast.  We need divine assistance. We need grace.  
Without grace we are done, all is lost.  With grace, we win because of grace. Our attention turns to the coming of our good 
king - but the filter through which we watch for his coming is colored by grace.  We long for the Messiah to return, for God's 
kingdom to conqueror, for Eden to blossom again, but we need grace as we wait.

Hebrews 4:16 - Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.

As we wait for Jesus Christ, we are in our time of need.  We need divine assistance. We need grace.  The God who has made many 
great and precious promises about the future, also promises to be gracious to us today.  Our gracious Lord promises not only to 
return and rescue at the end of the age, he promises to be with us always, and give us his grace along the way. 

Through many dangers toils and snares
We have already come
'Tis grace has brought us safe thus far
And grace will lead us home

And because of that grace:

When we've been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun

He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." 
We say: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  Amen!
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